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 I wish Scott Shrock had been around when 
I was a kid. 
 At 14, there were few ways to reach me. One 
of them was music. 
 Like many teenagers, I loved music past the 
point of rationality. My parents were appalled 
at my music choices, but the screaming gui-
tars and voices of heavy metal music in those 
days spoke to my angst and made me feel 
understood. 

 I wanted to make music in the worst way. I 
just didn’t know how. 
 There were a few mentors in those days that 
provided some guidance. I remember one 
in particular, a gentle hippie with a record-
ing studio who had toured with Bob Marley 
as member of the road crew. He let us fool 
around in his studio sometimes, where my 
kid brother and I were awed by the complex-
ity and obvious worth of the mixing consoles 
and amplifi ers there. 
 But he was from an earlier generation, and 
as much as I thought he was cool, I wasn’t 
ready yet to appreciate Canned Heat and the 
Grateful Dead, which was his genre. 
 In fact, most older people either weren’t 
interested in the music to which I listened 
(there is a reason for that, musically it left 
something to be desired) or were actively hor-
rifi ed by it. 
 It was the dawn of the age heralded by Alice 
Cooper and Black Sabbath, bands that includ-

ed gory spectacles on stage and even occult 
symbolism, which scared the daylights out of 
a good many Christian families. 
 (I’ll never forget years later the surprise I felt 
when KISS played at the Super Bowl halftime 
show. And they had once been considered so 
subversive!)
 Music, I think, saved my brother from the 
worst of the choices he could have made. He 
stayed in school longer than I did, got a guitar 
teacher, learned fast, and while still young 
enough to be in high school joined a profes-
sional working band that played all over the 
county. 
 He ended up going to the Berklee College 
of Music, one of the best music schools in the 
world, while I was still struggling along to get 
my GED. 
 The cool thing about his teacher was that, 
while he was no fan of Motley Crue, he was 
perfectly willing to help my brother learn the 
parts. And he gently guided him to explore 

older, better work, turning my brother on to 
Eric Clapton and Return to Forever. 
 That is the role that a good music teacher 
and older mentor can have on a kid who is 
on the verge of dropping out. The fact that 
Scott does this volunteer work in a church 
makes a certain sense to me. It is non-judg-
mental about musical genre, although much 
music is very politically charged. And that 
gives Scott’s work the power to be redemptive. 
 I am working on a story for next week, 
part of my series on Hispanic life in Monroe, 
about the importance of mentorship for 
young Hispanic kids. 
 But this week, I’m want to take a moment 
to recognize the importance of the work done 
by guys like Scott, who may save a kid’s life 
and never know it. 
 So Scott, thanks, from a kid who would 
have been aided enormously by your efforts, 
had you only been around when I was 14.

Editor’s 
Notebook

BY POLLY KEARY

Shrock On!

Obituaries
George DeWayne Custer

 George 
DeWayne 
Custer, “Wayne,” 
was born on 
July 19, 1954 
to George and 
Opal Custer, 
and went to be 
with our Lord 
Jan. 21, 2010. 
He was raised in 
Selah, Wash. While in high 
schoolhe was involved in theater 
and sports (and girls). He met Diane 
Wilson in 1971, and they married in 
1975. After getting married, Wayne 
got a job in Kirkland, Wash. Diane 
and Wayne had two children, Jarrod 
(1977) and Jeremy (1980). Wayne’s 
job took much of his time, but he 
did not let it get between him and his 
family. In 1989, he began to work at 
Boeing Computer Services and sur-
vived many cutbacks and layoffs. 
 Wayne was interested in many 
things: Boy Scout leader (loved to be 
around his children); and outdoor 
activities such as camping, hiking, 
canoeing, black powder rifl es, and 
fi shing. He enjoyed traveling, taking 
cruises. and seeing new places. He 
loved drama and enjoyed going to 
plays at the theatre with his wife.
 In 2004, Wayne and Diane began a 
new adventure: building their dream 
house in Monroe on the property they 
have lived at for the last 26 years.
 Wayne is survived by his wife, Di-
ane, of 35 years; two sons, Jarrod 
(Brandi) and Jeremy; four grandkids, 
Sean, Joseph, Aaron, and Natalie; two 
sisters, Carol (John) Goins, Corinne 
(Howard) Stively; one brother, Earl; 
and many nieces and nephews.
 Wayne lived his life with his priori-
ties in order, so while losing him is 
a shock, it is very easy to see the full 
and enriched life that he led, leaving 
no room for regrets.
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Professional Service Directory

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF MONROE (SBC) 
(360) 794-8044
17922 149th St. S.E., Monroe - 1 block south of hospital
Pastor Dan McMillan
Loving God, Loving Others, Faithful to the Word. Worship Service 
10:30 a.m. (birth through kindergarten ministries provided); Bible 
Study/Sunday School 9 a.m. (for all ages including adult discipleship 
classes); Youth Ministry; Tuesday nights at 6:30 p.m.  AWANA; 
Wednesday nights at 6:30 p.m. (Sept.-May)
For more information (including audio sermons online) visit us at 
www.fbcmonroe.org

MONROE COMMUNITY CHAPEL (360) 794-4440
Scott McClure, Lead Pastor 
23515 Old Owen Rd., Monroe
Power-Up Services, 8:15 a.m., Sunday Services: 10:00 a.m. For 
more information and activities throughout the week please call or 
visit our website @ www.monroechapel.org. Sonshine Preschool, 
(360) 794-7953.

MONROE CONGREGATIONAL UCC
(360) 794-7601 • Pastor Tom Sorenson • 301 S. Lewis St., Monroe
Uniting Faithfulness with Discovery. Sunday Worship Service and Sunday School, 10:30 
a.m., childcare provided. An open and affirming church. All are welcome. Visit website for 
schedule of activities: monroeucc.org

PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH “Celebrating 60 years! (LCMS) (360) 794-7230
peacemonroe@verizon.net  • Dickinson & Park Lane, Monroe
Vacancy Pastor Noel Koss 
Worship Services, Sunday at 10 a.m.; Sunday School/Education Hour 9 a.m. Nursery Service avail-
able. Little Doves Preschool and Kindergarten, for ages 2-5.

SHEPHERD OF THE VALLEY LUTHERAN CHURCH (360) 793-0134
• 36817 - 143rd Pl. S.E., Startup
Worship, 10:30 a.m.; Sunday School and Bible Study Class, 9 a.m. 

ST. MARY OF THE VALLEY CATHOLIC CHURCH (360) 794-8945
Father Phillip Bloom • 601 W. Columbia St., Monroe
Masses: Saturday, 5 p.m., in English; Sunday, 9:30 a.m., in English; Sunday, noon,
in Español.

Eye Care
Monroe Vision Clinic (360) 794-2020
Herb W. Courtney, Jr., O.D.; Stanton J. Sessions, 
O.D.; James A. Lombardo, OD, FAAO
14841 179th Ave. S.E., Suite 110, Monroe

Travel Agencies
Carlson’s VacationShop.com
(360) 794-4886; Toll Free 1-800-433-5945
Travel@VacationShop.com   www.VacationShop.com
Serving the Skykomish Valley since 1985
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Frank T. Tucker
 Frank T. 
Tucker was 
born October 
29, 1929 in 
Snoqualmie, 
Wash. to Frank 
and Grace 
Tucker, and left 
for a better place 
on January 22, 
2010. 
 Frank leaves 
behind his wife, 
Carole, of 19 years; son, Frank Tucker 
(Rene); grandsons, Adam of Anchor-
age, Alaska, and Frank V (Heidi) of 
Deer Park, Wash.; two great-grand-
children, Alayah and Maya; daughter, 
Rhonda Isom; grandson, Randy Isom 
(Shawna) of Duvall, Wash.; grandson, 
Ray Isom (Julie) of Issaquah, Wash., 
great-granddaughter, Elizabeth; and 
many nieces and nephews. He was 
loved by all. Frank had a large extend-
ed family who loves him very much. 
 Frank lived in Monroe most of his 
life. He retired from Paccar after 32 
years. He loved spending time at his 
favorite spot, Bonapart Lake in East-
ern Washington, fi shing, camping and 
snooping for antiques. His camping 
buddies will miss him. He belonged 
to Sky Valley Racing in Monroe. He 
helped put up the track on the hill. 
He loved working on cars. He loved 
the old ones best.
 Graveside service was held at the 
IOOF Cemetery, Thursday, Jan. 28. 
 Thanks to Evergreen Hospice, Mon-
roe nurses, Monroe Fire Dept., and 
especially Dr. Ito. Donations to your 
favorite charity.
 Farewell, Frank – ‘till we meet 
again.

PUD Ad - Conservation Sensation - Generic January 2010
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Save Energy & Money!
Lower your energy usage and save money! We offer lots of ways to save: 

www.snopud.com • EnERGY HoTLInE: 425-783-1700 (M-F, 8aM-5PM)

“

”

Be an energy 

hero like me! 

Saving energy 

can help lower 

your PUD bill!

Weatherization Cash Incentives & Loans
For installing energy-saving measures in electrically 
heated homes

Efficient Appliance Rebates
For eligible new washers, refrigerators and dishwashers

Compact Fluorescent Light Discounts
For CFL bulbs and special ENERGY STAR CFL lighting 
fixtures at participating local retailers

Refrigerator/Freezer Recycling
Receive a payment for recycling your older, working 
fridge or freezer in an environmentally safe way 

Free E-Kits
This energy-saver kit includes a free low-flow shower-
head, faucet aerators and CFL bulbs (limit 2 per household)

Build With ENERGY STAR
Include eligible conservation measures in new homes

Zach Hawe
 Zach Hawe of 
Nampa, Idaho, 
died peacefully 
with his beloved 
wife, Dorothy, 
by his side, 
Monday, Janu-
ary 25, 2010.  
He had turned 
90 in December.  
Zach was born 
in St. Louis, 
Missouri, Dec. 
6, 1919, the oldest son of Zach, Sr. 
and Nettie Hawe.  He was educated 
in St. Louis at Christian Brother’s 
schools.  He fought in World War II 
in the Army serving with the artillery 
as a forward observer in the European 
Theatre.  In 1942, he met and married 
Dorothy Whitish of Yakima, Wash-
ington.  After the war, they lived in 
St. Louis where Zach worked at his fa-
ther’s paper company.  In 1948, they 
moved from St. Louis to Seattle where 
they raised their daughters, often en-
joying family camping and canoeing 
trips.  Zach was an active member of 
Holy Rosary Catholic Church in West 
Seattle. He was a Boy Scout Master, 
Explorer Scout advisor, worked with 
the Catholic Youth Organization, and 
volunteered with Big Brothers.  Zach 
and Dorothy received the For God 
and Youth National Catholic award.  
After a career with Boeing, Zach went 
back to school and earned an asso-
ciate degree in recreation.  In 1965, 
they moved to Monroe, Washington, 
where he opened the H & J Dog Ken-
nels, boarding, training, and raising 
Irish Setters.  He was a member of St. 

Mary of the Valley Catholic Church 
working in many ministries for his 
parish. Zach mentored in schools for 
18 years, and won the J. C. Penney 
Golden Rule Award in 2000, for his 
work with Boys and Girls Clubs.  He 
worked at summer camps as a canoe, 
swimming, and water safety instructor.  
He taught swimming lessons through 
his 70’s.  An avid cyclist, he could of-
ten be seen riding around Monroe, 
and cycling trails with Dorothy.  In 
2004, the Hawes moved to Nampa, 
Idaho, where Zach continued men-
toring at local schools, teaching ping-
pong at the Nampa Boys and Girls 
Club, and ministering at St. Paul’s 
Catholic Church and Mercy Hospi-
tal.  He was a life-long outdoorsman, 
hunter, hiker, canoeist, cyclist and his 
favorite, swimmer.  Even after his 90th 
birthday he swam laps at the Nampa 
Rec. Center.  Zach will always be in 
our hearts.  We will miss his wild Irish 
sense of humor!   
 He is survived by his wife, Dorothy; 
daughters, Patty Johnson (Steve), Em-
mett, Idaho, Peggy VanHemert,(Gary), 
Greensboro, Georgia; brother-in-law, 
Gary Whitish, Rainier, Washington; 
sister-in-law, Kay Whitish, Beaverton, 
Oregon; four granddaughters, Mi-
chelle Branton (Jeff), Sarene Reed, 
Daniele Lord (Jimmy), Maria Steward 
(Jason); three great-grandsons; three 
great-granddaughters; and two great-
great-grandsons. He was preceded 
in death by his three children, Zach, 
Jr., Mary Elizabeth, and Patrick; and 
his brother, Bill. The family wishes 
to thank Journeys Hospice, Nampa, 
Idaho, for their exceptional care and 
loving support.  We also thank Com-
fort Keepers and Clearwater House.  
Zach’s military ceremony was held at 
the Idaho Veterans Cemetery, Boise, 
on Jan. 29, 2010 with funeral mass fol-
lowing at St. Paul’s Catholic Church, 
Nampa, Idaho. Arrangements have 
been entrusted to Alsip & Persons Fu-
neral Chapel, Nampa, Idaho. In lieu 

 There will be a memorial service 
at 2 p.m. on Feb. 6, 2010, at Monroe 
Faith Center, 16910 161st Ave. S.E., 
Snohomish, Wash. In lieu of fl owers, 
donations may be made to World Vi-
sion at worldvision.com.

of fl owers, the family requests that 
memorials be made to Journeys Hos-
pice, Nampa, Idaho.

BY REP. 
DAN KRISTIANSEN

 Several days ago, I 
received the following 
messages from local 
business owners:
Dear Rep. Kristiansen,
 My company is 
already challenged 
without the increased 
proposed taxes to 
compensate for budget 
defi cits that weren’t 
made by my company. 
These tactics only 
make me NOT want to 
become an employer, 
but subcontract out my 
overfl ow work. Because 
my cash fl ow is not 
where it needs to be, 
I am without health 
insurance myself. The 
American people need jobs! 
Dear Rep. Kristiansen,
 I recently received the 2010 Employment Secu-
rity Tax rate notice to fi nd that my company rate 
was increased by 271 percent.  Our company has 
an extremely good record of not laying off any em-
ployees for the past 10 years. It is unconscionable 

to expect that small business can accept anything 
near a 271 percent increase in any taxes.  If the 
governor and the Legislature expects to keep small 
business in this state they must relieve the small 
business person from this kind of increase.
 This is a sampling of what employers in Wash-
ington face every day. The recession has made it 
diffi cult, but when government adds more taxes 
and costs to employers on razor’s edge, it’s little 
wonder that employees are laid off and more 
than 320,000 people are out of work. Here in the 
39th District, 7,720 people fi led for unemploy-
ment in November. That’s nearly the size of the 
populations of Concrete, Granite Falls and Sultan 
combined.
 My House Republican colleagues and I believe 
job creation in the private sector should be the 
highest priority of the 2010 legislative session. 
That’s why we have introduced our “Made in 
Washington” agenda, which focuses on preserving 
employees’ existing jobs and creating new ones to 
get people in Washington working again.
 Our plan’s fi rst component is: “Put people back 
to work by reducing employer costs.”
 We propose to accomplish this goal making 
reforms to improve the state’s costly and complex 
workers’ compensation system and reducing un-
employment insurance costs.
 Washington is one of only four states with a 
workers’ compensation insurance system that 
is a state-run monopoly. When rates are being 

lowered in other states, the Department of Labor 
and Industries in Washington just raised workers’ 
compensation rates by an average of 7.6 percent. 
This comes at the worst time for employers and 
employees, both of whom pay into the system.
 Employers have made workplaces safer. In fact, 
the number of workers’ compensation claims has 
dropped 55 percent since 1990. Yet, premiums 
have increased by more than 40 percent over the 
last fi ve years. This suggests an ineffi cient system.
 Our proposed reforms include:
 1. Freezing premiums immediately. This would 
give employers some fi nancial certainty in the 
coming year.
 2. Eliminate the state-run monopoly on workers’ 
compensation insurance by allowing private insur-
ers to compete and offer a product to employers at 
a better rate with more choices as is already being 
done in 46 other states.
 When West Virginia privatized its workers’ 
compensation system, premiums dropped by 30.3 
percent. Other states enacting similar reforms have 
experienced lower costs. Washington is one of the 
last states that has not provided comprehensive 
reforms.
 When we reduce employers’ costs, it frees up 
money so they can hire again. When people are 
working, they become less reliant on government 
services, and at the same time, they generate the 
revenue that helps us carry out the core functions 
of government. It’s a winning solution for all.

Guest Opinion: Made in Washington: 
Put people back to work by reducing employer costs

House � re started by gas leak
A � re that destroyed the garage and kitchen of a Monroe home last week 
was started when a man went to investigate a gas leak, only to have it ignite 
because of the heat of the light bulb in the light he carried.  The man had 
been working on a van in the garage of the home in the 17000 block of SR 
203 under a portable light when he thought he noticed evidence of a gas 
leak and went to take a closer look.  “He had a spotlight, and was looking to 
see what happened,” said a friend of the family. “The spotlight got too hot 
and the fumes ignited.” The man investigating the � re su� ered � rst, second 
and third degree burns to one side of his body.  Damage to the house was 
estimated to be $150,000.      PHOTO BY DAN ARMSTRONG

STATE REP. DAN 
KRISTIANSEN, 
R-Snohomish, represents 
the 39th Legislative Dis-
trict, and also serves 
as chairman of the 
Washington House 
Republican Caucus.


