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Celtic jam session to
come to Sultan?

MATT HAVERLY plays more than a dozen instruments, most of them Celtic, but
can only play one at a time. He is hoping to start a Celtic music jam session in
Sultan soon so that similarly minded musicians can enjoy playing music together.

If only Matt Haverly could split
himself into ten people, he could
have a heck of a jam session.

The Sultan musician plays cello,
fiddle, Irish whistles and flutes, pia-
no, bodhran (an Irish drum), Irish
bagpipes, guitar, a variety of Middle
Eastern instruments, mandolin, and
since November, the Celtic harp.

For quite a while, the multi-di-
mensional artist hosted an Irish jam
session at the P&G Speakeasy Café
in Duvall, but that venue recently
closed.

Now he hopes to relocate the
weekly jam session closer to home,
and is seeking a venue in the Sultan
area.

The jam session ideally would in-
clude both musicians and Irish step
dancers.

“We think this would be a really
neat way to bring together the people
of Sultan for something truly special,
and music that could become what
Sultan is known for instead of the
negatives that most people associate
our town,” said Haverly’s wife Macy.

There seems to be merit to the idea;
already Sultan is home to nationally
renowned Irish folk music duo Mark
and Coleen Raney, made up of local
physician Mark Raney and his sister
Coleen Raney.

Mark Raney studied the ancient
art of Irish ‘sean nos’ song under the
legendary Joseph Heaney during the
early 1980s. He is also a founding
member of the Irish band Rappa-
ree that has headlined at the annual
Seattle Center House Irish Heritage
Club gala for 30 years.

Also in the family are the Raney
Irish Dancers, including Mark’s sis-
ters.

Haverly hopes to find a place soon,
and has explored several venues al-
ready.

Ed’s Apples can host a monthly
gathering, but the Haverly family
hopes to do a weekly event.

“It would be a great opportunity for
a local restaurant or other venue to

gather some much-needed business,”

said Macy.

Sultan Sportsmen’s Club presents
“Everything About Paddles”

The Sultan Sportsmen’s Club, as part of its 2009 Lecture Series, presents
“Everything About Paddles” by Don McClain, Director of Manufacturing at
Wemer Paddles. Founded in Sultan, Werner Paddles has been a family-owned
company for over 40 years. Mr. McClain will be discussing how paddles are
manufactured, the different types of paddles available and the specific char-
acters of each of their paddle designs. The lecture will be held Monday, April
16, at 7 p.m. atop the Sultan Post Office. Refreshments provided. For more
information, call Kay George (360) 793-2305.
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state, vows to
return

The biggest enemy to Sultan'’s bas-
ketball team may not have been a
better team, but lack of confidence,
said Athletic Director Scott Siffer-
man. Back-to-back losses kept Sul-
tan from placing in last week’s State
Championships.

“It was a great experience,” he said.
“I know the boys and the coaches
were disappointed that they didn't
play the way they played all season
long.”

After becoming the first Sultan
basketball team to reach the State
Championships in 48 years follow-
ing two decisive wins at District
Championships in Bellingham, the
team went into the State Champion-
ships rated third seed.

But the Turks faltered in Wednes-
day’s opener against sixth-ranked
Wapato, losing 56-39.

The Turks only shot 25%, although
Jordan Nichols put up an impressive
18 points and 12 rebounds.

The team really struggled in the
second half, sinking just six shots.

The next day, the Turks faced North
Mason, and again failed to dominate,
losing 62-46.

In retrospect, it was the mental
game that Sultan lost, said Siffer-
man.

“I think, on the whole, it seemed
like we didn't relax enough,” he said.
“We certainly know we can play with
the teams we saw.”

The pressure seemed to also get
to team standout Nicholes, who al-
though leading after the first day in
rebounds, he also lead in turnovers.

After the loss against Wapato, it
seemed that the Turks also lost steam,
said Sifferman.

“Had we found a way to win the
first game, we could have been on a
roll,” he said.

There is always next year, he went
on.

“When we go back next year, we
will play much better,” he said. “We
won't be caught off guard.”

That the team will go back is not a
matter of doubt to Sifferman.

“They are ready to succeed next
year,” he said.

Turks going to
State, Band
changes date

The Sultan High School Music Par-
ents Association has rescheduled the
4th Annual Jazz Dinner Club to Sat-
urday, March 21st, 2009.

Doors will open at 6 p.m., with a
gourmet dinner served at 6:30. This
event will be held at the Sultan High
School Commons.

Tickets are $20 each and are avail-
able at the Sultan Visitor's Center at
320 Main Street in Sultan, (360) 793-
0983 or by contacting Carolyn Walk-
er at (360)793-0776. Checks can be
made payable to SMPA (Sultan Music
Parents Association.)

For more information, please visit
our website at http://www.sultanmu-
sicparents.com/

IT WAS THE FIRST TURK TEAM in 48 years to make it to the State Championships, and the team started out in a promising
third seed position. But unfortunately, coaches say a lack of confidence may have caused back to back losses in Yakima last
week. However, the team will go back next year, they say.

ZACH BEEBE shoots
ajump shot late in the
game. Nathan Barhill
gets into position to
rebound.

JORDAN
NICHOLES
shoots over
several North
Mason players.
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