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105     Homes for Sale

205 Apartments
for Rent

Monroe, The Savoy Bui lding:
Large 2 BD, Main Street and
Mountain View. Quiet and secure.
Only $695, inc. water, sewer,
garbage.  No pets. (808) 989-
1919.

Stop making your landlord rich!
Own a large 2-BD, 1-BA condo-
minium with seller financing. It’s
like depositing your rent money
in the bank. Zero down and ap-
prox. $1,300/mo. Only 4 units
available. South Everett location.
Don’t wait! (425) 879-3023.

SULTAN: 1 room studio in 4 plex,
$465/mo. Mini-fridge/micro/show-
er only. W/S/G/HW/CTV, non-
smoking, no pets w/ six  month
minimum lease. Located near
Community Transit, restaurant
and conven ience s tore .
www.DutchCup.com. (360) 793-
2215.

205 Apartments
for Rent

SULTAN: 2nd floor, 2 BD apart-
ment, W/S/G/DW/W/D/CTV, $876.
+ $600 S/C deposit. All rentals
are non-smoking, no pets, w/six
mo. min. lease. Located near
CommunityTransit, restaurant and
conven ience s tore .
www.DutchCup.com. (360) 793-
2215.

208 Townhouses
for Rent

MONROE: Great townhome, 2
BD, 1.5 BA, W/D, Frplc., covered
pkg., excellent neighborhood, 4-
plex, $950/mo. + utils. & dep.
Lease. N/P, N/S. (425) 260-0440.

220   Houses for Rent
Index: Super nice, new, fully fur-
nished spacious 2 BD. Satellite,
high-speed internet, hot tub, ev-
erything! $600/wk., $1,600/mo.
(425) 444-2801.

Small 1-BD house on the river,
newly remodeled. $850/mo. 1 yr
lease. (360) 793-2236.

225  Rentals to Share
Monroe: $495/mo. 1 or 2 rms with
your own bathroom. Share util.
bill.  (702) 439-2188.

240 Comm./Retail
for Rent

248 Office Space
for Rent

Deluxe Office Suites, 982, 1163,
1640 or 2140 SF, Lots of park-
ing, A/C, elevator, sprinklers,
$1.50 per SF/mo. WSG, elect and
heat paid. 125 E Main, 1 mo. Free
Rent. Gary Wright Realty (425)
348-8901.

900 Legal Notices
CITY OF MONROE

Monroe, Washington
NOTICE 

NOTICE, is hereby given that
the Council regular meeting that
was previously scheduled to be
held on September 2, 2008 is
hereby cancelled.

Betty King, City Clerk 
Published: Aug. 26, 2008

CITY OF MONROE
Monroe, Washington

SUMMARY OF ORDINANCE
NO. 027/2008

On August 19 2008, the City
Council of the City of Monroe,
Washington, approved Ordinance
No. 027/2008, the main point of
which may be summarized by its
title as follows:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY
OF MONROE, WASHINGTON,
AMENDING 20.12 OF THE MON-
ROE MUNICIPAL CODE DEAL-
ING WITH TRANSPORTATION
IMPACT FEES, PROVIDING FOR
SEVERABILITY AND ESTAB-
LISHING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

The full text of this ordinance is
available upon request.
Betty King, City Clerk 
Published: Aug. 26, 2008

CITY OF MONROE
Monroe, Washington

SUMMARY OF ORDINANCE
NO. 028/2008

On August 12 2008, the City
Council of the City of Monroe,
Washington, approved Ordinance
No. 028/2008, the main point of
which may be summarized by its
title as follows:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY
OF MONROE, WASHINGTON,
ELIMINATING FEES FOR CER-
TAIN PERMITS ASSOCIATED
WITH DEVELOPMENT IN THE
DOWNTOWN BENEFIT DIS-
TRICT AND FIXING A TIME
WHEN THE SAME SHALL BE-
COME EFFECTIVE.
The full text of this ordinance is

available upon request.
Betty King, City Clerk 
Published: Aug. 26, 2008

CITY OF MONROE
Monroe, Washington

SUMMARY OF ORDINANCE
NO. 029/2008

On August 19 2008, the City
Council of the City of Monroe,
Washington, approved Ordinance
No. 029/2008, the main point of
which may be summarized by its
title as follows:

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
ORDINANCE NO. 029/2007RE-
FLECTING CHANGES TO THE
2008 BUDGET AND ESTAB-
LISHING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

The full text of this ordinance is
available upon request.
Betty King, City Clerk 
Published: Aug. 26, 2008

CITY OF MONROE
Monroe, Washington

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
Notice of Planning Commission

Public Hearing
NOTICE is hereby given that

the City of Monroe Planning De-
partment is issuing a SEPA DE-
TERMINATION (SEPA200819)
and has scheduled a PUBLIC
HEARING for the Comprehensive
Sewer Plan (CPA2007A) on Mon-
day, SEPTEMBER 22, 2008 at
7:00p.m. by the City of Monroe
Plann ing Commiss ion in  the
Council Chambers at City Hall,
806 West Main Street, Monroe,
Washington.

The city is updating its 1999
Comprehensive Sewer Plan,
which is adopted by reference
and incorporated into the Capital
Facilities Element of the Com-
prehensive Plan. This update ad-
dresses the city's ability to meet
current and future sanitary sewer
system demands within its plan-
ning area and complies with State
Department of Ecology require-
ments under Washington Admin-
istrative Code. 

COMMENT AND APPEAL PRO-
CEDURE: Comments and ap-
peals to the SEPA determination
must be submitted to the City
Clerk on forms available at City
Hall and are due by 5:00 p.m.,
Wednesday, September 10, 2008.

PUBLIC HEARING: Any inter-
ested person(s) may appear and
voice approval/disapproval of the
Sewer Plan Update during the
public hearing. Written comments

must be received in original form
prior to the public hearing.  

The file is available for review
during regular business hours,
8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m., Monday thru
Friday, at City Hall. The Planning
Commission may take action at
this hearing or may continue ac-
tion on this application until a fu-
ture date.  For additional infor-
mation contact at Dan Bannier,
Senior Planner at (360) 863-4534
or email:
dbannier@ci.monroe.wa.us. 

Accommodations for people with
disabilities will be provided upon
request. Please call City Hall at
(360) 794-7400. Please allow
one-week advance notice.
Published: Aug. 26, 2008

CITY OF MONROE
Monroe, Washington

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
Notice of Decision 

NOTICE is hereby given of the
Hearing Examiner decision for a
Shoreline Substantial Develop-
ment Permit to construct approx-
imately four hundred linear feet
of sidewalk adjacent to the east
side of SR 203, north of the Lewis
Street Bridge.

Name of Applicant: Ben Brown
on behalf of Washington State
Department of Transportation

File #:  SL200802
Date of Application and Com-

pleteness:  June 6, 2008
Project Location: 561 S. Lewis

Street, Monroe, WA
Tax Parcel ID:  00476900000100

The Hearing Examiner GRANT-
ED with conditions the request-
ed Shoreline Substantial Devel-
opment Permit. The decision is
considered ISSUED ON AUGUST
22, 2008 (the day the decision
was mai led  to  a l l  par t ies  o f
record).

REQUEST FOR RECONSID-
ERATION PROCEDURE: Re-
quests for reconsideration may
be requested by the applicant,
party of record, or the City and
must be filed in writing with the
Community Development Direc-
tor within 10 calendar days of the
issuance date of the decision.
Request for reconsideration pro-
cedures are per MMC 21.50.080.

NOTICE OF RIGHT OF AP-
PEAL: The Examiner's final de-
cision is subject to the right of
any party of record to appeal to
the Monroe City Council within 15

working days following issuance
of this Decision. File all appeals in
writing with the Community De-
velopment Director.

Except  as  prov ided in
RCW90.58.140(5)(a) and (b), con-
struction shall be begin until 21
days from the date this permit is
filed with the Washington State
Department of Ecology and At-
torney General's office.  

The file is available for review
during regular business hours,
8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m., Monday thru
Friday, at City Hall, 806 West
Main Street, Monroe, WA  98272.
If you have any questions or need
additional information, please
contact Judy Gribble, Planning
Technician, at (360) 863-4533.
Published: Aug. 26, 2008

Superior Court of Washington
Snohomish County

Case No. 08 4 01024 0
Notice to Creditors

In re the Estate of:
David James Martinez,

Deceased.
Sharon Reigh Robertson has

been appointed and has qualified
as personal representative/ad-
ministrator of this estate. Persons
having claims against the dece-
dent must, prior to the time such
claims would be barred by any
otherwise applicable statute of
limitations, serve their claims on
the personal representative/ad-
ministrator or the attorney of
record at the address stated be-
low and file and executed copy
of the claim with the clerk of this
court within four (4) months after
the date of first publication of this
notice or within four (4) months
after the date of the filing of the
copy of this Notice with the clerk
of the court, whichever is later or,
except under those provisions in-
c lued in RCW §11.40.011 or
RCW §11.40.013, the claim will
be forever barred. This bar is ef-
fective as to cliams against both
the probate assets and non-
probte assets of the decedent.

Date of filing copy of Notice to
Creditors with clerk of court: Aug.
5, 2008.

Date of first publication: Aug.
12, 2008.

Jody Studdard, WSBA #26574,
Attorney at Law, 3417 Broadway,
Suite D, Everett, WA 98201; (425)
259-1602.
Published: Aug. 12, 19 & 26, 2008

Adoption
ADOPT: ADORING,  athletic, secure home,
close-knit extended family, lots of love, strong
values & laughter await precious baby. Ex-
penses paid, Lisa 1(800)524-0212.

Business Opportunities
ALL CASH candy route. Do you earn $800
in a day? Your own local candy route. In-
cludes 30 machines and candy all for $9,995.
1(888)771-3503. 

Education-Instruction
ATTEND COLLEGE online from home.
Medical, Business, Paralegal, Computers,
Criminal Justice. Job placement assistance.
Computer available. Financial aid if qualified.
Call 1(866)858-2121; www.CenturaOn-
line.com

GET CRANE Trained! Crane/Heavy equip-
ment training. National Certification prep.
Placement assistance. Financial assistance.
Northern College of Construction. 1(866)358-
5483; www.Heavy4.com, use code WAPA1.

Employment Information
NOW AVAILABLE! 2008 Post Office jobs.
$18-$20/hr. No experience. Paid training,
Fed. Benefits, vacations. Fee required. Call
1(800)910-9941 today! Ref. # WA08.

Events-Festivals
ANNOUNCE your festival for only pennies.
Four weeks to 1.86 million readers for less
than $800. Call this newspaper or 1(206)634-
3838 for more details.

Financial
LOCAL private investor loans money on
real estate equity. I loan on houses, raw
land, commercial property and property de-
velopment.  Call Eric at 1(800)563-3005,
www.fossmortgage.com

Help Wanted
DRIVERS: $1000 + weekly. Sign-on bonus.
35-41cpm. Earn over $1000 weekly. Excel-
lent benefits. Need CDL-A & 3 months recent
OTR. 1(800)635-8669.

Help Wanted
DRIVERS - $5K sign-on bonus for experi-
enced teams: Dry Van & Temp control avail-
able. O/O's & CDL-A grads welcome. Call
Covenant 1(866)684-2519. EOE.

AWESOME first job! Out of HS? Over 18?
Join our Traveling Sales Team! Great earn-
ing potential. 2 weeks paid training. Lodging,
transportation provided. Call 1(877)646-
5050.

POLICE OFFICERS: Earn up to a$20,000
bonus. Train to protect your fellow Soldiers
be a leader in the Army National Guard. 1-
800-GO-GUARD.com/police

DRIVER - CDL training: $0 down, financing
by Central Refrigerated. Company drivers
earn average of $40k/year. Owner operators
average $60k/year. 1(800)637-9277, ext.
4781; www.centraldrivingjobs.net

DRIVERS - Rocky Mountain Doubles!
$1,000 sign on bonus! Regional runs, home
weekly. LCV Certification, 6 months recent
doubles experience required. Call today!
1(866)384-1059; www.SwiftTruck-
ingJobs.com

MONTANA based refrigerated OTR trucking
company looking for owner operators. Our
small size, long miles and great rates equal
success. Call Lance 1(406)266-4210.

Land for Sale
WON'T LAST! 40 ac - $39,900. Near Moses
Lake. Beautiful land and views, abundant
wildlife. Surveyed on maintained road. Great
financing. Call WALR 1(888)598-5253.

ALMOST Heaven Wash./Idaho border. 6
ac. just $49,900. Calendar cover beauty in
Palouse Country. Rare acreage in an area
where land is rarely available. Rolling hills,
river access, near town & golf, close to WSU.
Has it all including great price, must see.
EZ terms. Call WALR 1(866)836-8196.

Real Estate
CASH quickly for your real estate note or
business note. Best prices, experienced pro-
fessional, and honest service. Call Alan at
1(800)634-4697 or visit www.seascapecap-
ital.com.

20 ACRE RANCHES, near booming El Paso
Texas. Roads surveyed. $15,900, $200
down, $159 month. Money back guarantee.
Free maps & pictures. 1(800)343-9444. No
credit checks!!

To place a Statewide Classified Ad,

call The Monitor,

(360) 794-7116.

This newspaper participates in
a statewide classified ad program
sponsored by the Washington
Newspaper Publishers Associa-
tion. The rate is $195 for up to
25 words, plus $8 per word over
25 words. For more  information
call  The Monitor at 794-
7116.

Statewide Classified Ads900 Legal Notices 900 Legal Notices 900 Legal Notices100s           Real Estate
105.................................Homes for Sale
108........Townhomes & Condos for Sale
115................Vacation Property for Sale
110 .....................Mobile Homes for Sale
120........................Commercial Property
122..........................Timeshares for Sale
125 .................................Lots & Acreage
130 ..................................Cemetery Lots
135..........................Real Estate Wanted
140.....................Contracts & Mortgages
145.....................Business Land for Sale

200s      Rentals/Lease
205..........................Apartments for Rent
206.............................Duplexes for Rent
208........................Townhouses for Rent
210.....................Mobile Homes for Rent
214 .................................Triplex for Rent
215..........................Multiplexes for Rent
220................................Houses for Rent
221 .............................Houses for Lease
223.........................Horse Farm for Rent
225...............................Rentals to Share
230..................................Rooms to Rent
235.................................Wanted to Rent
240..................Comm. & Retail Property
242..................................Land for Lease
245 .................Garage & Storage Space
247.....................Horse Pasture for Rent
248 .......................Office Space for Rent
250 ......................Property Management

300s      Miscellaneous
304.................................................Coins
305................................Announcements
306..............................................Notices
307 .................................Card of Thanks
315.....................Business Opportunities
320..........................................Personals
325...................................................Lost
330 ...............................................Found
334.......................................Educational
335...................................Miscellaneous
336 .............................................Wanted

400s      Service Guide
404.............................................Painting
407 .................Bldg., Remodel &  Repair
408 ................Bulldozing, Exc., Backhoe
410 .........................................Meditation
412.....................................Bookkeeping
413..........................................Preschool
414.........................Childcare & Daycare
415 ......................................Art Services
417.............................Cleaning Services
419......................................Construction
420 ...............................Health & Fitness
423.................................Septic Services
436 ................................................Music
437 ......................Landscaping Services
438 ...........................Land Development
441...................................Misc. Services
443............................Musical Instruction
452.............................................Tutoring
462.............................................Welding

500s         Help Wanted
502 ....................................Beauty Salon
505.....................................Help Wanted
510 ....................Part Time Help Wanted
520...................................Work at Home
523...........................Sales Management
525...................Employment Information
526 .......................Employment Training
530....................................Work Wanted
531..............................Dance Instruction
532 ...........................Hair Stylist Wanted

600s Merchandise For Sale
602.....................Antiques & Collectibles
603 ........................................Appliances
604 ........................Custom Lattice Work
605 ................................Farmers Market
604 .....................................Arts & Crafts
606........................................Baby Items
608.............................................Bicycles
609 .............................Building Materials
614...........................Good Things to Eat
615 ...........................................Furniture
617..............................................Jewelry
618.................................Lawn & Garden
619 ....................................Memberships
620......................Miscellaneous for Sale
621..........................Musical Instruments
622.......................................Office Items
623.................................Sporting Goods
626 ..................................Wanted to Buy
629 .....................................Estate Sales
630........................Garage & Yard Sales
635 ......................Bazaars & Craft Sales
640 ....................................Moving Sales
641........................................Swap Meet
645 ...............................Rummage Sales

700s       Pets & Needs
702 ..........................................Free Pets
705...........................................Livestock
710 .......................................Found Pets
715...........................................Lost Pets
725....................................Misc. Animals
730 ..............................................Horses
735 ...................................Horse Trailers

800s       Auto & Boats
805 ...................................Autos Wanted
810 ...................................Autos for Sale
815 ..............................Boats & Supplies
825.......................................Motorcycles
830..........................Parts & Accessories
835......................Repair, Service, Detail
840 ..........................RV Sales & Rentals
848..............................Campers for Sale
850 ..................................Trucks & Vans

900s      Legal Notices

Phone:
360-794-3777

E-Mail:
Monroe@windermere.com

MONROE        $539,950
Centex upgraded home w/3473
asf, 4 bdrms & 2.5 baths +
bonus rm, on cul-de-sac.
Formal liv & din, kit w/granite &
ss applc’s. Gas fplc in mstr &
fam rm. Shy 1/2 ac lot backs to
NGPA. Mtn. views.

WRE/ Northwest, Inc.
M. Rouleau, (206) 409-6041

GOLD BAR    $224,900
Great home & location with
fresh exterior paint, updated kit,
bath, newer carpet & extra stor-
age. Fully fenced yard w/mature
fruit trees. Close to rec activi-
ties. Only 30 mins to Everett.

WRE/ Northwest, Inc.
M. Bannon, (425) 501-8222

3 line minimum: $12.50. Call Kathie, (360) 794-7116 for other prices.
Check your ad the first time it runs. The Monroe Monitor/Valley News is responsible for only one incorrect insertion.

Deadline for Classified Ads is 4 p.m. every Friday for the next Tuesday’s publication.

Classified Ads

BUSINESS SPACE -
MONROE

3,750 s.f. 3 bays, energy
efficient, 2 blocks off U.S. 2,

1 block off Main Street.
Covered loading, unloading

& parking! $3,200/mo.

(360) 794-8119

BUSINESS/WAREHOUSE
SPACE - MONROE

6,000 s.f. Well insulated,
gas heat, energy efficient,
delivery dock, off-street

parking. 1 block off
Main Street. 75¢/sf.

(360) 794-8119

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE
All real estate  advertising in this news-

paper is subject to the Fair Housing Act
which  makes  it  illegal to  advertise “any
preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex, hand-
icap, familial status or national origin, or an
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.” Familial status
includes children under the age of 18 living
with parents or legal custodians, pregnant
women and people securing custody of
children under the age of 18.

This newspaper will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate which
is in violation of the law. Our readers are
hereby informed that all dwellings adver-
tised in this newspaper are available on an
equal opportunity basis.

To complain of discrimination call HUD
toll free at 1-800-669-9777. The toll free
number for the hearing impaired is 1-800-
927-9275.
Fair Housing and Urban Development

Monroe Monitor/Valley News

by POLLY KEARY, editor

by POLLY KEARY, editor

of clear plastic. 
The baby, complete with snap-on 

umbilical cord, can be positioned to 
simulate a breach birth, a feet-first 
birth, or a birth in which the cord is 
wrapped around the baby’s neck. 

It enables firefighters to practice 
turning a baby in utero, and deliver-
ing a baby under adverse conditions. 

The detailed mannequin is not in-
expensive. 

“It cost around $800,” said Hop-

kins. 
It doesn’t swear or shout, he ac-

knowleged with a grin. 
“That was a little more,” he said. 
The firefighters are considering the 

purchase next of a defibrilator for the 
high school, complete with instruc-
tions on its use so that anyone can 
administer a life-saving jolt of elec-
tricity to the heart of a heart attack 
patient.

The annual School Days, Rule 
Days school supplies drive was a big 
success in spite of higher-than-ever 
need, thanks to some unexpectedly 
large gifts, said Sky Valley Food Bank 
Director Julie Morris last week. 

But more people than ever are 
showing up in need of food, and sup-
plies are rapidly dwindling with the 
holidays swiftly approaching. 

“Monday we gave out 300 back-
packs, nearly 100 more than the 
first day of last year’s school supplies 
giveaway,” said Morris Wednesday 
morning at the bustling food bank 
office. “And we’re doing it for two 
weeks.”

The food bank was able to meet 
the increased need for backpacks, 
pencils and pens, notebooks, folders 
and more because of extra support 
from the community, she said. 

“Civic groups, churches, businesses 
and individuals gave support,” she 
said. “One woman, who wanted 
to remain anonymous, brought in 
more than 10 boxes of school sup-

plies Monday.”
The woman had herself come to 

the food bank for school supplies for 
her young children while she was a 
struggling single mother. Now her 
circumstances had improved, and 
she wanted to give back. 

“She collected school supplies all 
year,” said Morris. “And her kids 
made some sacrifices and went shop-
ping with her.”

“That’s what grabs my heart,” said 
Morris. “All these people out there 
that have the heart for their neigh-
bors, to give these kids the confi-
dence for the one day, that first day 
of school, and that day is so vital. I 
know what it’s like to be a child and 
to be without and be made fun of for 
it.”

Now it’s time to stock up on food, 
said Morris. 

Demand for it has never been 
greater. 

“We’re struggling,” said Morris. 
“Last month we provided enough 
food for 4,000 more meals than in 

July of ’07. We’re strained. We’re re-
ally hoping and praying people will 
think of the toy drive, but mostly 
food and funds, during the season of 
giving during the holidays.”

More struggling families than ever 
before are turning up at the food 
bank, even families that used to 
donated regularly to the food bank, 
said Morris. 

“One family, including a teenage 
girl, came in and said ‘I don’t know 
how this happened to us, it was one 
thing after another,’“ said Morris. 

“‘We don’t have any where to live.’ 
The husband was in the housing in-
dustry and that almost collapsed.”

The rising cost of food has also im-
pacted the food bank. 

The food bank buys a lot of staples 
like rice and beans to give out along 
with the food that is donated. 

Last month, the food bank spent 
$8064.12. An average month last 
year was about $3,300. 

“So many people come in, it just 
went out faster,” said Morris.

SULTAN FIRE CHIEF KEN HOPKINS� and volunteer coordinator Michelle Bertholf 
hold a lifelike mannequin of an infant, withdrawn from a very realistic torso man-
nequin that allows firefighters to practice assisting at child birth under adverse 
circumstances. � PHOTO BY POLLY KEARY

Memorial fund delivers child birth mannequin 
to Sultan fire department

Need greater than ever at Sky Valley Food Bank

by POLLY KEARY, editor

When Ashley Peers, 13, started the 
sixth grade in Sultan two years ago, 
she lost most of her friends. 

The Gold Bar student had gone 
through the first five years of school 
with the same students in her home-
town elementary school. But she and 
her friends got separated by class 
schedules at the middle school. It 
was lonely, and it took a while to 
make new friends. 

She did just fine; the teen is now 
president of the Sultan Middle 
School student body. 

But she hopes to make the transi-
tion easier for this year’s group of in-
coming students. 

That’s why she and dozens of other 
middle school students have com-
pleted training for a mentorship pro-
gram that has been used for years to 
help students enter high school, but 
that will be used for one of the first 
times at a middle school in Sultan 
this fall. 

“It’s a new thing in our school,” 
said Peers. “I thought blazing a trail 
would be cool.”

The program is called Ignite, and 
it’s been in use in high schools across 
the United States for more than 20 
years, and has been very successful 
in Monroe.

Students are trained how to be-
come mentors, and then each volun-
teer mentor takes on a group of about 
six or seven incoming freshmen. 

They talk about how to get around, 
how to deal with social stress and 
how to improve grades, among other 
things. 

Sultan Middle School, though, be-
comes one of the first middle schools 
in the country to adopt the program. 

It began with teachers, at the end 
of last school year, nominating stu-
dents to become mentors. 

“Each teacher recommended three 
or four students they thought would 
be influential for incoming students,” 
said Jenny Kohl, the middle school 
counselor and organizer of the Ignite 
program. 

Of the nearly 600 kids at the mid-
dle school, more than 90 kids were 
nominated. Each was invited to par-
ticipate; about 50 responded. 

They filled out applications, then 
got trained over the summer. 

They learned how to present them-
selves to new students, some topics 
to discuss, and some fun ice-break-
ing activities with which to begin in 
the fall. 

When school starts, during a 20 
minute advisory period in the morn-
ing, each class will be divided into 
small groups, which will be joined 
by one of the student mentors. 

That student will lead the group 
through a few team-building exer-
cises. 

The groups will meet with their 
mentors monthly thereafter, and 

will talk about goal setting, learning 
strategies, and identifying and deal-
ing with obstacles. 

There also will be a focus on rais-
ing GPA, or grade point average, and 
kids will set goals for themselves and 
then work to meet those goals. 

Ignite has been shown to improve 
GPA and reduce punitive events in 
schools. 

But for the Branham brothers, it’s 
really about helping kids be them-
selves. 

“I wanted to do it because I thought 
it would help the kids coming in,” 
said Steven Branham, 13, who with 
his brother Bubba, 12, will mentor 
new students.

“I wanted to help people not change 
when they get here, and just be the 
way they were before,” said Bubba, 
who said that some kids he knew 
from elementary didn’t do well once 
they got to middle school. 

In fact, at-risk kids begin to drop 
out of school and get in trouble with 
police earlier than many suspect, 
said former Sultan Police Chief Fred 
Walser. 

A lot of the kids he saw on the 
street during school hours were mid-
dle school age, he said.  

The Sultan School District hopes 
that bringing Ignite in will help kids 
want to stay in school and do well. 

“If it worked for other schools, it 
can work for Sultan,” said Peers.

BUBBA BRANHAM,� left, 12, is joining forces with Sultan Middle School counselor  Jenny Kohl, ASB President Ashley Peers, 
13, and brother Steven Branham, 12, as well as about 50 other students, to offer mentorship to the new class of 6th graders 
entering the middle school this fall. The program has been shown to improve grades and reduce discipline issues. 
� PHOTO BY POLLY KEARY

Ignite! Sultan Middle School students 
reach out to incoming classmates

She doesn’t swear or shout, but 
other than than, the Sultan Fire De-
partment’s newest training manne-
quin is quite realistic. 

It is a child birth mannequin, and 
it is a gift made possible by dona-
tions to the fire department made 
in memory of fire department sup-
porter and booster Genevive Jelinek, 
who was killed on U.S. 2 in May of 
last year. 

Well-wishers donated several 
thousand dollars to the Firefighters 
Association in lieu of flowers, and 
the department chose to spend the 
money on training aids.

“It would be something Genev-
ive would want,” said fire chief Ken 
Hopkins. She was a very supportive 
person who knew that training was 
very important.”

The department already had a 
mannequin upon which to practice 
CPR. But that’s not the only emer-
gency that requires some hands-on 
training. 

“We used to have to borrow a child 
birth mannequin from other dis-
tricts,” said volunteer coordinator 
Michelle Bertholf. “Now we have our 
own.”

The mannequin is rather small; it 
consists only of a torso. 

A water-filled belly, complete 
with a realistic-feeling infant within, 
snaps on to the torso. 

When it is removed, a baby is vis-
ible within the torso beneath a sheet 


