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Monroe council to
consider tactics
to increase
affordable housing

BY POLLY KEARY, EDITOR

In an ongoing effort to increase
the amount of affordable housing
in Monroe, the city council will
this month hear suggestions on
new zoning measures that could
stimulate building of less expen-
sive homes.

“The city proposes to create in-
centives to increase affordable
housing,” explained Monroe
Associate Planner Russ Wright.
“There is a lack of affordable hous-
ing for not just low income homes
but for middle income homes.”

In fact, in spite of recent dips
on home prices in the area, much
of the available housing stock is
out of the reach of even middle
income families.

The county, in response to a re-
gional lack of houses that the av-
erage family could afford, estab-
lished a target for new affordable
home creation in the valley.

Snohomish County has es-
tablished targets for the number
of affordable housing units the
county needs by 2025, and has
determined how many houses
or homes each town will have to
create to help hit those targets.

Monroe would need 2,300 af-
fordable homes in all, about 100
more affordable homes per year.

That's a tall order. But the plan-
ning commission has been trying
to figure out ways the city might
at least gain a few more afford-
able homes.

One possibility is to allow for
decreased lot sizes for homes that
would be priced below a certain
threshold.

Another would allow for in-
creased lot coverage.

“Typically on a building lot,
only 50 percent of the lot can be
covered by hard surfaces,” said
Wright. “That could go up to
60 percent.” That could, among
other things, help lot owners add
second mother-in-law cottage
style homes to their properties to
use as rentals.

Monroe City Council Member
John Stima said he will consider
any possible solution, but that he
is wary of some.

“There’s four little houses on
Main Street that have no back
yard at all,” he said. “I'd have to

look at that to see how it looks.”

He would prefer to avoid ugly,
cramped dwelling places in town,
he said.

“Tust to stack houses, I don'’t
know,” he said. “As long as they
weren't crammed in together, I'd
look at it.”

He did say that dropping the
minimum lot size to as low as
4,000 square feet in exchange
for low priced homes might work
out, as long as the 50 percent lot
coverage requirement was held in
place.

Currently lot sizes range from
9,600 square feet in the Fryelands,
to 7,500 square feet in the Chain
Lake Road area and as low as
6,000 square feet in the oldest
part of Monroe, said Wright.

Not all of the solution will
mean additional houses, Wright
noted.

“There is a rental component to
this too,” he said. “There is also a
piece for multi-family housing.”

That is something Stima is a
little more reluctant to consider,
he said. “Sometimes you have to
go up, but then you have to have
parking lots, and I don't know if
apartments are what Monroe is
looking for,” he said. “We have
our share of apartments.”

One thing he would like to see,
he said, was more housing devel-
oped on the second floor above
Main Street businesses.

“That could be a good use of
space,” he said.

And the city could look at an-
nexing land with the intention of
creating zones for low cost homes,
he said.

Monroe  mayor Donnetta
Walser said that she holds out
some hope that developer Steve
Harris will realize his dream of
creating a housing complex for
senior citizens, complete with
more than 100 homes, along
Chain Lake Road.

Not all of them would be low
income, she noted, but it would
go a long way toward helping
Monroe increase its stock of af-
fordable housing.

The council could take ac
tion on land use laws as early as
November, Wright said.

All about alpacas

Jim Klaassen, co-owner of
Monroe alpaca ranch Casa De
Arboles, holds a new-born baby
alpaca at an open house held at
the ranch last week Sunday.

The baby’s father, an alpaca
aptly named Peruvian Don Juan,
has about 150 progeny.

PHOTO BY JIM SCOLMAN

“Alpacas were only introduced
into the United states in the ‘80’s
and the importation was stopped
in 2001 when the registry was
closed,” said Maggie Dillio,
ranch co-owner. “There is not a
lot known about alpacas.”

I Letters

Food Bank thanks volunteers

To the editor:

The Sky Valley (Monroe)
Food Bank has a program called
“School Days Rule Days.” Our
aim is to ensure that every under-
privileged Monroe student has
the opportunity to start school
with supplies recommended by
the Monroe School District.

How a child feels that first day
of going back to school can set
the tone for self esteem for the
whole school year. Although pro-
viding food is our main mission,
we know the families we see are
struggling severely. If they can-
not afford enough food for their
families, how difficult it must be
to also meet this need for their
children.

Since we do not use contribu-
tions meant for food for special
programs, we let the commu-
nity know it is a special project
and any funds meant for school
supplies must be clearly marked
(written on the check or told in
person).

This year we provided back-
packs and supplies for each grade
from preschool through twelfth
grade to 627 students, over 28%
more than last year. We thank
those of you who had the heart

and the wherewithal to help
these wonderful children begin
their school year feeling proud
and ready! We wish you could see
their gleaming faces as we hand
them their backpack and/or bag
of supplies.

To those of you who helped
us, please feel the deep reward of
making a difference in the hearts
and lives of children who deserve
the same preparedness as anyone
else.

We thank the Teresa Martin
and Sonia Ohlde families for
volunteering their time plan-
ning, organizing, and managing
the program extraordinarily well.
We thank the donors profoundly
for changing the lives of those
who needed a helping hand. We
ask that you please remember us
for your holiday giving as we try
to provide food over 5,500 times
per month at ten meals each time.
Please call for info on how to help
at 360-794-7959 or visit www.sv-
foodbank.org

Again, THANK YOU so very
much!

Julie Morris
Executive Director
Sky Valley Food Bank

You are invited to Fire Station
Open House Saturday

It's Fire Prevention Week this
week, and the Monroe Fire District
has lots of events planned to help
are area residents learn good fire
safety habits.

The public is invited to attend
an open house at the Fire Station
at 163 Village Court in Monroe
Saturday from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
to learn more about fire safety.

There will be station tours,
demonstrations, hands-on ac
tivities and a fire safety trailer,
as well as opportunities to win
prizes. Sparky the Fire Dog and
Topper the Arson Dog will be on
hand, and so will the Airlift NW
helicopter.

Household burns are a leading
cause of injury and death in the
United States.

Each year, 3,000 people die in
the Unites States as a result of-
home fires and burns, and an-
other 200,000 people wind up in
the emergency room as a result of
burns.

The Monroe Fire Department
is teaming up with the National
Fire Prevention Association to
help educate people on ways to
avoid burn injury.

Here are nine things to remem-
ber:
1. Keep hot foods and liquids

away from the edges of counters
and stoves. Accidental food and
hot water spills account for a lot
of burns each year.

2. Have a three-foot “kid free
zone” around the stove.

3. Never hold a child while car-
rying or handling hot foods or
drinks.

4. Be aware of hot things, like
irons, curling irons, stove tops,
ovens, fireplaces, lamps, heaters
and candles. Make sure kids are
not at risk.

5. Put tamper-resistant objects
in electrical outlets to keep kids
from sticking things in them.

6. Never leave a kid alone in a
room with a hot object such as a
candle, a stove, a heater, a curling
iron or a fireplace.

7. Avoid long sleeves while
cooking.

8. Set your hot water heater no
hotter than 120 degrees.

9. You can buy anti-scald show-
er heads and faucets. They can
help avoid scald burns, which are
another common cause of house-
hold burn injury. Remember that
children’s skin is more sensitive
than adult skin and burns more
easily.

H\Good Deeds

Cascade Eagles give bingo bonus to
food bank

On September 23, Ron Eader
(left) and Cal Hanson from
the Cascade Eagles Aerie #2327
handed $979.86 to Julie Morris,
Executive Director of the Sky
Valley Food Bank, from barstool
bingo games. A bit of money
was taken from each bingo card
purchased to go toward the food
bank. For more information on
the Cascade Aerie bingo games,
please call (360) 794-8155.
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Monroe Scouting for
Food Drive a success

Monroe Cub Scout Packs 48, 51
and 138, and Monroe Boy Scout
Pack 148, collected food and
monetary donations at Monroe
grocery stores on September
11th through 13th as part of the
2009 Scouting for Food Drive.
The packs’ combined efforts
yielded 1008 pounds of food and
$1376.72 for the Sky Valley Food
Bank.

Thank you to Monroe Fred
Meyer, Safeway and Albertson’s,
who enthusiastically supported
the scouts’ efforts. A special

thank you goes to Carla Stewart,
Administrative Director of the
Sky Valley Food Bank, for her
kind words and for helping with
paperwork and food collecting
supplies.

Monroe Cub Scout Packs 48,
51 and 138 and Monroe Boy
Scout Pack 148 are part of the
Mount Baker Council of the Boy
Scouts of America. For more
information, please visit the
Mount Baker Council website at
www.mountbakerbsa.org.
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Classified Ads

Deadline for Classified Ads is 4 p.m. every Friday for the next Tuesday’s publication.
3 line minimum: $12.50. Call Kathie, (360) 794-7116 for other prices.

Check your ad the first time it runs. The Monroe Monitor/Valley News is responsible for only one incorrect insertion.

100s

Real Estate

Homes for Sale
Real Estate Auctions
108........ Townhomes & Condos for Sale
.Vacation Property for Sale
. Mobile Homes for Sale
Commercial Property
.Timeshares for Sale
... Lots & Acreage
... Cemetery Lots
.Contracts & Mortgages
.....Business Land for Sale

Rentals/Lease
.Apartments for Rent

.Mobile Homes for Rent
.. Triplex for Rent

Trailer Pads for Rent
.Rentals to Share
...Wanted to Rent
... Office Space for Rent
.. Property Management

Miscellaneous

500s

Help Wanted

. Beauty Salon
..Help Wanted
Part Time Help Wanted

<eveernn. Work at Home
..Sales Management
mployment Information
Employment Training
530.ucuurrvveiriersssisnnens Work Wanted
Dance Instruction
.. Hair Stylist Wanted

600s Merchandise For Sale
[C10) PO Amway Products
Antiques & Collectible:
Appliances
Custom Lattice Work
.. Farmers Market
Arts & Crafts

..Houses for Rent Bicycles
Houses for Lease Building Materials
Vacation/Getaway .... Collectibles
Horse Farm for Rent Computers

...Firewood
Flowers

.Stereo, TV & Video

..Card of Thanks ~ 630
....Adoption 640,
Health Care
Personals
Lost
Financial Information

....Educational
Miscellaneous

Service Guide

Video Games/Tapes

arage & Yard Sales
<vvvernn Moving Sales
Herbalife Distributors

:ﬁummage Sales

Pets & Needs

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE

All real estate advertising in this newspaper is subject to the Fair Housing Act which
makes it illegal to advertise “any preference, limitation or discrimination based on
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status or national origin, or an intention to
make any such preference, limitation or discrimination.” Familial status includes children
under the age of 18 living with parents or legal custodians, pregnant women and people
securing custody of children under the age of 18.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept any advertising for real estate which is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in
this newspaper are available on an equal opportunity basis.

To complain of discrimination call HUD toll free at 1-800-669-9777. The toll free
number for the hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275.

Fair Housing and Urban Development
Monroe Monitor/Valley News

505 Help Wanted

A-Z

NOTICE OF
POSITION VACANCY
JOB TITLE: Utility Worker
SALARY RANGE: $15.88
to $18.35 per hour DOQ
OPENING DATE:
OCTOBER 2, 2009
CLOSING DATE:
OCTOBER 19, 2009
HOURS: 40 hours per week
ESSENTIAL JOB

205  Apartments
for Rent

220 Houses for

FUNCTIONS:
To perform skilled manual and
equipment operation tasks in
maintenance and construction

Rent

Monroe - Quiet Kirby Drive, 2
BD-1BA, 1 yr. lease, $775/mo. +
$500 S.D./1 BD-1 BA $675/
mo.+$500 S.D. N/S, WI/S/G pd.
Irg. store rm+1 car carport. (360)
568-8990.

Monroe: 2 BD, daylight basement
apt. N/S, N/P. Water, garbage pd.
D/W, W/D. $775/mo. (360) 863-
1773.

SULTAN: 2nd floor, 1 BD apt. in 6
plex, full kitchen, W/S/G/Dish-
Wash/Cable TV, $795 + $600 S/C
deposit. Non-smoking, no pets,
six month minimum lease. Near
Community Transit, restaurants
and convenience store. Dutch-
Cup@mac.com (360) 793-2215.

SULTAN: Central location! Lg. 4+
BR, 1 BA, W/D hookup, storage
shed, fenced yd. $1,050. + dep.
N/S, N/P, CC. (360) 793-2383.

of streets, parks, cemetery
and utilities. Performs garbage
collection services. Operates
light equipment regularly and
heavy equipment on occa-

sion.
SUMMARY OF MINIMUM

Help Wanted
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A-Z

The City of Sultan Public
Works Department is accept-
ing applications for one (1)
Full-time Wastewater Treat-
ment Plant Supervisor. Job
includes operating/maintaining
the City’s Wastewater treat-
ment plant and pump stations.
Applications & job descriptions

QUALIFICATIONS:
High School diploma or GED
equivalent required. Valid
Washington State Drivers Li-
cense, Class B with Air Brakes
Endorsement is required.
Valid First Aid and CPR Card.

WHERE TO APPLY:

City of Sultan
319 Main Street
Sultan, WA 98294

Lost Pets

Painting
..Bldg., Remodel & Repair 730
.Bulldozing, Exc., Backhoe

........ Meditation

-Misc. Animals

Horse Trailers
Auto & Boats

Boats & Supplies

220 Houses for
Rent

3 BD, 2 BA in Sultan, $1,000/mo.
1st, last, dep. Call Mary (360)
793-2718.

EOE.

are available at Sultan City
Hall; 319 Main Street #200;
Sultan, WA 98294; cityhall@
ci.sultan.wa.us. Submit com-
pleted applications no later|
than 2:30pm, 10-19-2009.

Telephone: (360) 793-2231

620 Miscellaneous
for Sale

GO-KART: Manco, Off-road, 5HP,
Runs well, lots of fun in sun, rain,

.Parts & fgg;iﬁf}:ﬁ SULTAN: 1 BD house, full kitchen, | Veterinary Receptionist: Exp. pre-
Repair, Service, Detail | W/S/G/WashDry/CableTV, $895 + | ferred. F/T. Great staff/work envi-
Hauling ~ 840 RV Sales & Rentals | $800 S/C deposit. Non-smoking, | ronment! Sat. essential. Fax res.
Music 845 Trailer & Tent Trailers | no pets, six month minimum | (360) 805-9577 then call us at
~Land Development ~.Campers for Sale | |ease. Located near Community | (360) 794-6662.

....Misc. Services
. Flight Instruction

..... Tutoring
Welding

900s

<eveee THUCKS & Vans

Legal Notices

snow! $400/obo. Nick (425) 870-
2592.

Tobacco Quit Line

877-270-STOP

Transit, restaurants and conve-
nience store. DutchCup@mac.
com (360) 793-2215.

Call Kathie to place your next
Classified Advertisement. (360)
794-7116.

QUITLINE.COM

will o hawe 10 sy,

Statewide Classified Ads

This newspaper participates in a statewide classified ad program sponsored by the Washington Newspa-
per Publishers Association. The rate is $195 for up to 25 words, plus $8 per word over 25 words. For
more information call The Monitor at 794-7116.

Adoption

Financial

Help Wanted

ADOPTION -- Happily married professional
couple hopes to adopt newbom. We'll pro-
vide loving home & secure future for your
baby. Expenses paid. Gypsy & Steve 1-800-
772-5209

ADOPT: Artistic/musical, loving, financially
stable couple excitedly await your baby.
Expenses paid. Renee toll-free 1-888-410-
4493.

Business Opportunities

LOOMIX FEED supplements is seeking
Dealers. Motivated individuals with cattle
knowledge and community ties. Contact
Kristi @ 800-870-0356/kboen@loomix.com
to find out if there is a Dealership opportu-
nity in your area.

ALL CASH VENDING! Do you eam $800 in
aday? Your own local candy route. Includes
25 machines and candy all for $9,995.
1(888)771-3503.

Education - Instruction

ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE from home.
*Medical, *Business, *Paralegal, *Account-
ing, *Criminal Justice. Job placement assist-
ance. Computer available. Financial aid if

LOCAL private investor loans money on real
estate equity. | loan on houses, raw land,
commercial property and property develop-
ment. Call Eric at 1(800) 563-3005,

$SBAJILLIONS AVAILABLESS. For good
contracts/notes and Deeds of Trust, from all
kinds of Real Estates sold. Skip Foss et al
1(800) 637-3677, www.fossmortgage.com

Help Wanted

$3-5K PER WEEK Average drivers earn
$2-3k per week. Top drivers can ear twice
that much+. For interview go to www.allpro-
hiring.com or call 1-888-541-2266.

BECOME A HOST Family: Promote Interna-
tional Understanding. Volunteer Host Fami-
lies needed for High School Exchange Stu-
dents. Open your heart, open your home.
866-462-3423 or www.afice.org

OVER 18? Between High School and Col-
lege? Travel and Have Fun w/Young Suc-
cessful Business Group. No Experience
Necessary. 2 wks paid training. Lodging,
Transportation Provided. 1-877-646-5050.

DRIVER - CURRENTLY HIRING Experi-
enced Teams and Solos with HazMat. Dry

A TRAVEL JOB: A great first job, over 18,
travel coast-to-coast with young co-ed busi-
ness group. $500 signing bonus. Retum
Guaranteed. Call Dorothy: 1-866-649-1373
www.freetotravelusa.com

Real Estate

20 ACRE RANCHES! Near hooming EI
Paso, Texas. Was $16,900. Now $10,755!
$0 down. Take over payments $159/mo.
Owner financing. Free maps/pictures. 1
(800) 343-9444.

Homes for Rent

LESS THAN RENT New 3BD/2BA Dou-
blewide. No money down. Easy Qualify Loan
available, no minimum credit score. Quick
move-in. 1-877-284-7889. www.Ameri-
canHomeCenters.com

Vacation Getaway

VIEW LOTS Sea of Cortez, Baja, Mexico.
Only $40,000. Quality of life. Affordable liv-
ing. All utilities. Safe, secure ownership. Fi-
nancing. Contact VistaDelMarSan Felipe@
gmail.com; 1-877-871-9783.

hen your children sk where you goe married,

“Oher there, by the unkeaded #°

qualified. Call 866-483-4429; www.Cen-
turaOnline.com

Van & Temp Control available. O/Os wel-
come. Call Covenant (866) 684-2519. EOE

SKI & STAY at Sun Peaks Resort, B.C.!

get
history
buff

) N | —

CALL Kathie to place your Statewide Classi-
fied advertisement. Call (360)794-7116. We
are open M-F9am.to5p.m.

Vacation rentals of new Condos & Chalets,
1-4 bdrms, full kitchen, F/P, hot tubs, slope-
side locations, 1(800)811-4588. www.Bear-
Country.ca

Foster or Adopt
(BEB) 794-1794
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