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September 16, 2009

Suspicious Circumstances/S. 
Madison Street
Marijuana and drug paraphernalia 
found in yard.

Marijuana Possession/Tester Road 
S.E.
Three males observed smoking 
marijuana.

Mental Hold/S. Sams Street
Suicidal male transported to hospital 
for voluntary evaluation.

Weapon Offense/S. Madison Street
Possession of stolen firearm.

Marijuana Possession/Tester Road
Three juvenile males observed 
smoking marijuana. 

Theft/157th Street S.E.
Bicycle stolen from yard.

September 17, 2009

Malicious Mischief/155th Place S.E.
Graffiti found on fence.

Fraud/S. Lewis Street
Reported fraudulent use of a credit 
card.

Malicious Mischief/Park Lane
Owner reported his vehicle was spray 
painted.

Malicious Mischief/North Street
Tires flattened on two vehicles. 

 
September 18, 2009 

Disorderly Conduct/W. Main Street
Subject booked for disorderly conduct 
after altercation with police.

Rape/179th Avenue S.E.
Report of assault.

Minor in Possession/167th Street 
S.E.
Two juveniles contacted and one was 
in possession of marijuana.
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Teachers in Sultan have reached 
a tentative deal with the district, 
resolving a labor dispute over sal-
ary and benefits that resulted in 
picketing in September.

The teachers sought modest 
increases to salary, as well as in-
creases to the district’s contribu-
tion to the teachers’ health insur-
ance pool.

The tentative agreement in-
cludes both, but not as much a 
teachers sought.

The contract is for two-years, 
and will have to be ratified by 

both the teachers and by the 
school board, but Superintendent 
Dan Chaplik doesn’t anticipate 
any problem.

He said the district really ap-
preciates its teachers and wants 
to support them.

“I don’t think anyone who 
hasn’t stepped into a classroom 
has any idea how hard that job is,” 
said Chaplik, who himself taught 
middle school in years before 
moving into administration. “We 
have a great group of teachers.”

A Forest Service announcement 
that the Index Sportsmen’s Club 
gun range would be allowed to 
reopen was a cruel hoax, as the 
conditions set forth by the for-
est service were too difficult to 
meet, said club organizer Debbie 
Copple last week.

“When you actually review the 
documents and the addendum 
with cost estimates you will quick-
ly see what the Forest Service re-
ally meant was ‘it’ll be a cold day 
in hell when we partner in good 
faith with you,’” said Copple in a 
letter to club members.

The Forest Service announced 
Friday, Sept. 25 that the club, 
closed five years ago due to lack 
of a permit and high levels of 
accumulated lead, would be al-
lowed to reopen a long as the 
club got a permit and met some 
other requirements.

Those requirements included 
monitoring of soil and water, 
posting of rules and safety signs, 
monitoring of the nearby railroad 
to make sure shot wasn’t falling 
there, and the installation of a 
shot curtain if it was.

A clean-up of the lead was not 
required, and the club has a year 
to prove it can pay for a clean up 
should groundwater start show-
ing signs of lead movement.

The club would be allowed to 
get a temporary one-year permit, 
and would have to prove ability 

to pay for a lead clean-up, should 
one be needed, by the time that 
permit expired.

What wasn’t included in the 
announcement, said Copple, was 
the cost of the temporary permit.

“They want me to pay them 
$40,000 to $100,000 to finish 
writing the permit, and then start 
over next year,” said Copple.

And the cost of monitoring the 
soil and water, using hired profes-
sionals as required by the Forest 
Service, would also be prohibi-
tive, Copple went on.

“They estimate the cost of test-
ing to be $32,000 per year,” she 
said.

It’s also more than what’s re-
quired of other gun ranges, she 
said.

“According to range manage-
ment standards set by the EPA’s 
Best Practice Management, this 
requirement is excessive,” she 
said. “Especially when you con-
sider that our club operates only 
two trap stations and is only go-
ing to be permitted to open two 
half-days per week.”

And the cost of lead removal 
could be up to a million dollars, 
said Copple. Its not required yet, 
but the club has to show it could 
pay in case the lead starts leach-
ing into groundwater.

“There isn’t a shooting range 
in the entire country that could 
or should have to meet these re-

quirements,” said Copple.
The Forest Service also gave the 

club, which opened at the site in 
1947, 15 days to respond.

That alone was an unreason-
able requirement, Copple said.

She wrote a letter asking for 
more time to consider the mat-
ter and sent copies to the office of 
area legislators.

She heard back from U.S. 
Representative Rick Larsen’s of-
fice, agreeing that the request was 
reasonable and expressing sup-
port.

But she hasn’t heard back from 
the Forest Service yet.

In the meantime, Copple said, 
a lot of people are disappointed.

“One gentleman came to my 
office carrying a homemade 
cake his wife made for me, and 
one man was saying. ‘this will 
be the best birthday present for 
my grandson! His birthday is 
Tuesday. I’m going to buy him his 
first trap gun and a club member-
ship!,’” said Copple.

“Another man promised to start 
getting the fields in shape first 
thing Monday morning unless 
I’d rather he started on the bath-
rooms,” she went on. “My phones 
and computers were in constant 
motion since last Friday after-
noon with very happy. then very 
disappointed. citizens who real-
ized they had been duped.”

Teachers reach tentative agreement 
with Sultan School District

Promise to allow Index gun range
a “cruel hoax,” organizer says

by POLLY KEARY, editor

Briefs
Garage sale helps 

local family during 
cancer fight

On October 17, from 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m., a multi-family garage 
sale will be held at the Fern Bluff 
Grange on Cascade View Drive 
and U.S. 2 in Sultan to help 
Francine Jones, who is fighting 

breast cancer, and her family. 
Everything from baked goods to 
kayaks will be sold. Family or pet 
portraits will be taken for only 
$5.00.

Thank you to Bob Hazelbrook 
and the Fern Bluff Grange for free 
use of the facility. All proceeds 
will go to the Jones family.

Sultan seeks to fill
Planning Board 

vacancy
Sultan community members 

with an interest in the future 
growth and character of the city 
are invited to apply for a vacancy 
on the Sultan Planning Board. 
Keith Arndt is stepping down 

from the Board. The planning 
board seat vacated by Mr. Arndt 
is for a two-year term which ex-
pires on July 1, 2010.

Applications are available on-
line at www.ci.sultan.wa.us. The 
application deadline is 4:00 p.m. 
on Friday, October 16. If you 
are interested in serving on the 
board, please submit your appli-
cation to the Sultan City Clerk’s 
Office, City of Sultan, PO Box 
1199, Sultan, WA 98294 or call 
(360) 793-2231.

The Sultan Planning Board 
consists of five members appoint-
ed by the Mayor and confirmed 
by the City Council. Board mem-
bers are expected to attend regu-
lar planning board meetings 
held at 7:00 p.m. on the first and 
third Tuesdays of each month. 
The planning board advises and 
makes recommendations to the 
city council on all matters relat-
ing to the future physical devel-
opment of the city with respect to 
land use and development zon-
ing, subdivision regulations, and 
the city’s comprehensive plan.

The mayor will request coun-
cil confirmation of her appoint-
ment at the council’s November 
12, 2009 meeting. The appoint-
ment would be effective imme-
diately. For further information, 
please contact Robert Martin, 
Community Development 
Director at (360) 793-2231. 

Sultan Winterfest 
looking for 

craftspeople and 
entertainers

Applications are now being 
taken for craft booths at the an-
nual Sultan Winterfest Crafts 
Fair, sponsored by Volunteers of 
America Western Washington and 
Sky Valley Community Resource 
Center. Winterfest will be on 
Saturday, December 5th at the 
Sultan High School Commons.

Applications can be picked up 
at the Sky Valley Visitor Center, 
320 Main St. in Sultan, at the 
Sky Valley Community Resource 
Center, 701 1st St. in Sultan; or 
you can e-mail dwood@voaww. 
org and request an application 
by e-mail. For more informa-
tion, please call the Sky Valley 
Community Resource Center at 
(360) 793-2400. Applications 
must be received by November 
11.If you are interested in pro-
viding entertainment for the 
event,there is still a couple of 
open spaces. Please e-mail Jill 
Sumpter at sumpter77@comcast.
net.
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